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A Letter from Dean Bedford 
 

Greetings from UWA’s College of Business and Technology and welcome to our sixth 
annual student‐produced international newsletter, specifically designed for our 
current and incoming Chinese students. Our Chinese students continue to perform 
well academically; are involved with campus life; serve in leadership roles in various 
student organizations; and remain active in the community.   

Highlights of the 2016-2017 academic year include the second annual UWA 
Accounting and Finance Day, the Student Managed Investment Fund Conference at 
Indiana State University, the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Institute Research 
Challenge in Atlanta, Georgia, the annual Accounting Club trip to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and the new finance major, Quantitative Finance and Econometrics. 

 

 

Dr. Wayne Bedford, Dean of 

the UWA College of Business 

and Technology 

Our dual degree program has produced quality graduates who will no doubt continue to be successful in graduate 
school and/or in their chosen career. In addition to our undergraduate degrees in the College of Business and 
Technology, we are proud of the success of our MBA graduate program. We hope that our Chinese students will 
continue their graduate education here at UWA. 

Our student‐oriented faculty are dedicated to providing quality education in specialized fields of business for our 
diverse student population. We actively engage with business and industry, governmental units, and public institutions 
through various outreach activities, and place great emphasis on preparing our graduates for leadership roles in the 
local, national, and global community.  Our Chinese students over the years have achieved much success with graduate 
school placement and OPT opportunities. 

Our students enjoy a low student to faculty ratio, a caring faculty and staff who provide individual attention to help 
them succeed, a timely and relevant curriculum, “hands‐ on” learning opportunities which enhance career prospects 
and job placement, technologically advanced classrooms, and a wide range of student organizations and honor 
societies. 

Our goal is to prepare students for a successful and meaningful career, helping them grow and develop as individuals in 
the process. This past semester, all the business programs offered by the College of Business and Technology, including 
the MBA, were reaffirmed by our accrediting agency, the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs 
(ACBSP), recognizing the quality of our programs. 

We strongly believe that students can succeed academically while thoroughly enjoying the total college experience. We 
want you to “make your grades” and have some fun along the way. 

After all, as our slogan says, “Do something that matters.” 

 

 



  

The Webb Hall administrative building is where 

students can get help regarding registration, 

tuition, and the Tiger payment card. 

The Young Hall Cafeteria is included in the meal plan. 

The Wallace Hall academic building is where the 

College of Business and Technology is located and 

where most classes are taught. 

 

The Hoover Apartments are great on campus. The new Gilbert 

Dormitory is also a very nice place to live, as well as local rentals. 



  

Student Name 

 Zijie He 

Time flies, and when the time is approaching to the end of some events, people like to use this expression to explain 
their feeling of the time flashing by. Indeed, two years seemed a long time. However, to me this two years of time are just 
like a moment, or a sweet dream. I learned many things from this important experience. I am lucky to be able to study 
abroad for some time and gain many experiences. These two years are the best of the time of my college life, and it is also 
the most vital time in my life so far. If I should use some words to describe the time I spent here, I would like to use 
“beautiful journey”. 

The start of new journey is always exciting but it may also make us nervous. I still remember when we first went on 
the plane to the U.S. and endured the long flight and got to the destination. I was surprised when I walked out of the 
airport because there were plenty of differences between the reality and my own imagination about America. As we got 
to our university the next day, we were also surprised, but as we lived and studied here for some time, we found that 
everything is great here, and the people are just like the weather here in the south: sunny and warm. People who don’t 
know each other can greet with a big smile on their faces. I like the atmosphere here because we don’t feel living very 
lonely here. All the professors are great and helpful and willing to listen to us. I want to thank all the professors for 
teaching and helping us to achieve our goals. 

In addition to the daily study, there are also many interesting and useful activities on and off campus here. The 
Career Expo, the Accounting & Finance Day, the Hamburger Cookout and so on make us learn many things in interviews, 
in communication, in the professional fields, and this kind of events also provides us with a platform to talk to the 
employers and give us some opportunities to get the internship or even the job. The church events are very interesting all 
the time, we can get to know many people through these events, and these are the great occasions for us to practice our 
English skills. The Bible lectures are a great way for us to know about a different religion. These are all great events for us 
to study many crucial things “out of the book”. 

What’s more, I have also participated in the Accounting Club and the Toastmaster Club. The Accounting Club of the 
UWA is a great club with a long history. Every club meeting there will be professionals in the accounting field to talk 
something about the real world to us. In this way, we can keep close to the real world and learn some skills that are vital 
in work. Talking about the Accounting Club, how can we not mention the snacks that the professors prepared for us. We 
want to thank our professors for preparing all those delicious snacks for us in each meeting. Also, the Accounting Club 
trips to various places can also help us to broaden our horizon. The trip to Atlanta last year was unforgettable, the visit to 
CNN, Chick-fil-A, and the Georgia State University were incredible, and this year the trip to New Orleans makes us really 
look forward to it. The other club, the Toastmaster Club, is a great place for us to practice our speaking skills. In a meeting, 
we do the table topics and there are usually 3 speakers to bring us some great speeches. After that we do the evaluation 
for the speakers. Then we choose the best table topic speaker, the best speaker for the day, and the best evaluator. I have 
played all the roles in the Toastmaster Club during these two years. Honestly speaking this club really helps me a lot in my 
speaking skills. People will give me advices on how to improve and give positive comments to my speeches, which can 
help me build confidence and pay attention to what I can still improve. Of course, there are many other great clubs in the 
university, and participating in some of them will help you realize the fun of the school life. 

In the upcoming days, I am going to experience the graduation in a different country, and I am very excited, but a 
little sad, because after the graduation, most of us will separate from one another and study and work in different places. 
I would like to wish all of my classmates the best of luck in their future. Also, I want to thank all of my professors for 
helping me to be a better person. As I said in the beginning, the time I spent here is a beautiful journey, but this journey is 
about to end, but the end is always representing a new start. I will treasure the time that I have spent here, and use my 
skills that I have learned here, to work hard and contribute to the society in the future. 



 

  

 

Xiaowen Luo 

How time flies and I am going to graduate soon. Attending 2+2 
dual degree program, I almost finish my second and last year in 
University of West Alabama. It seems that I just came here 
yesterday and things happened in these two years are still so 
clear in my mind. I first stepped into United States on a hot 
summer day. When the moment that plane landed in airport of 
Atlanta, I was so excited about all the things around me since 
they were so new and different for me. After one week, I arrived 
at University of West Alabama, the place that is so unforgettable 
to me forever. I began my accounting study in August 2015. At 
the first beginning, language and mode of teaching made me 
difficult to follow my professors in class and I needed to spend 
lots of time to read textbook after class. The first semester here 
was a hard time for me and I am so proud that I went through it 
finally. With the help of my professors and my friends from 
Guangdong University of Finance, my study goes well in my later 
semesters and I become a member of the honor societies, Phi 
Kappa Phi, Alpha Chi and Delta Mu Delta. 

Besides, I also joined the Accounting Club and Enactus. Every 
year, Accounting Club will have hamburger cookout to raise 
funds for our accounting trip. Last year, we went to Atlanta. We 
visited Georgia State University, CNN, and the headquarters of 
Chick-Fil-A and we had lots of fun. Accounting Club will also invite 
some employers to give a speech for us so that our accounting 
students can have further understanding about what an 
accountant needs to do. In addition, activities in Enactus are also 
meaningful. Every semester, Enactus will provide computer 
education classes which are free to public to help spread 
computer safety and knowledge. Enactus gave me a chance to 
connect with and contribute to local community.  

In addition, there are many interesting activities in UWA. Every 
year in Chinese traditional festival, International Programs will 
hold programs to celebrate such as Mid-Autumn festival and 
Chinese New Year. These programs gather our Chinese students 
and local people together to celebrate and share our traditional 
festival, giving us a good chance to spread our culture and 
communicate with local people. Local church will also have lots 
of activities. People who often go to church will invite us to 
spend time with them in American traditional festival such as 
Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving. We learn origin of the 
festival and how people usually celebrate in the Festival. Local 
people are always glad to help us to overcome our language 
barriers to accommodate local life.  

 During holidays, I will travel with my friends. I have been to Atlanta, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Rhode Island, 
Atlantic City, New Orleans, Nashville, and Panama City Beach. I enjoyed the different scenery, cultures, customs, 
weather, and foods in those places which are quite different from those in China. I think it was a great opportunity for 
us to experience these wonderful and different things. 

I enjoy my two years of life here every much and these days will be wonderful memory in my life.  

 



  

 

    The second different thing is campus life. On the one hand, American educational 
methods more focus on individual development.  In the University of West Alabama, the 
class is small and students are many less than any Chinese schools so that professors are 
able to pay more attention on each student.  Unlike Chinese colleges that only retain mid-
term exam and final exam after high school, American colleges still have much homework, 
assignments, papers, quizzes, and tests in the whole semester.  Also, professors would give 
students syllabus in the beginning of semester, which is rare in China.  At the same time, 
Blackboard is a kind of online tools and stages for students to finish homework and check 
personal scores in each class.  On the other hand, campus life in the UWA is various.  I 
participated in campus casino, pumpkin carving contest, and so on.  I went hiking near Lake 
LU, attended to my American friends’ wedding, played bingo in Lyon Hall, watched UWA 
firework show and talent show, listened concert, paraded in town and looked for the Key for 
winning $1,000 on Homecoming Day, dressed up as a clown on Halloween, planted trees on 
campus, visited CNN Center in Accounting Club trip, selling hamburger tickets for 
fundraising, saw a movie in the University Cinema per week, and so on.  Those activities let 
me meet a lot of interesting people and make many friends.   

     The third thing is American religious culture – Christianity. In this small city, I learned a 
ton of knowledge about Christianity.  The church provided Chinese students Bible study 
class every Friday night and I went to there every week because of curiosity.  It is interesting 
to learn Bible stories and then know about this religion.  People in the church are really 
friendly and nice.  In the retreat trip held for international students, I made numerous 
friends from different countries like Japan, Vietnam, France, and Canada, and so on.  Thanks 
to those awesome activities, learn fishing, kayaking, bowling and decorating a Christmas 
tree, and so on.   

     There are still countless wonderful stories that happened in this country.  I am so glad to 
be here for two years and I am really thankful to all my teachers and friends.  This journey in 
the United States makes me better and better.   

 Guohui Zhang 
 

    On August 9, 2015, I arrived at the city of Livingston where I would stay for two years.  It 
was sunny.  I had not seen such blue sky in China for a long time, so I gazed up at the 
clouds, felt the steady breeze that constantly refreshes the air and took a deep breath.  In 
this small city, I started a new journey.   

    The United States is different with China in many ways.  The first difference is food.  
When most Chinese friends came to American campus, the first question that came to their 
brain was “is the food delicious in here?”  I thought Chinese people could not live without 
tasty cuisines, so I was curious about what kind of food canteen would provide.  Once I 
walked into our canteen, I looked around and then realized that it was a cafeteria instead of 
a canteen.  As I expected, there were pizzas, hamburgers, and salads.  But cafeteria still had 
some Asian cuisines such as fried rice, which surprised me.  Usually, I need go to 
McDonald’s, KFC, Pizza Hut, and other fast-food restaurants if I want to eat hamburgers, 
fried chicken or pizzas, but now the cafeteria can provide all of these.  Not only food, but 
drinks in Alabama are also different.  In Livingston, I tried my first sweet tea.  It tasted super 
weird at the first time because I never imagined that tea could be sweet.  In China, all tea 
tastes bitter and there is a kind of super famous, expensive, and bitter tea called Pu’er tea.  
I do not how but I get used to the sweet tea which usually exists in the south of America.  
Speaking of dessert, it is totally different with Chinese dessert or most Asian dessert.  
American dessert is too sweet to me but Chocolate Brownie is pretty tasty.   

 



 

  

 

I like UWA. Before coming to UWA, I was concerned about my future 
life in UWA because as an international student, it is inevitable to 
encounter some trouble in a different country. However, it wasn’t as 
hard as I thought. 

There is no doubt that UWA provides an excellent environment and 
atmosphere for students. UWA is very suitable for students to study 
because it is far away from entertainment center. Living here make me 
peaceful, thus I can concentrate on my study. My major is accounting. 
All professors here are very warm-hearted and glad to help Chinese 
students, especially when we applied for graduate schools. I joined in 
UWA Accounting Club in the first semester in junior year. Accounting 
Club provides lots of opportunities for its club members no matter in 
jobs or in graduate schools. Every year, Accounting Club will invite some 
old club members who have received jobs or have become a CPA to 
come back to share their experience in their work or give some 
suggestions about preparing for CPA exam. Sometimes, Accounting 
Club also invites some enterprises to introduce their companies and the 
relative positions on accounting. In addition, each year, Accounting Club 
will organize a short trip to visit adjacent states and one of the famous 
graduate schools and some famous companies in the local place. Last 
year our excellent trip in Atlanta visited Georgia State University, CNN, 
and Chick-fil-A. This year we are going to visit New Orleans and the 
surrounding Louisiana area. I am looking forward to the trip. 

Of course, UWA also has many extra-curriculum activities to enrich 
students’ lives such as TED speeches, talent shows, football games and 
so on. There are also many student organizations that improve a 
student’s social ability. I have joined in Toastmaster for one and a half 
years. What I learned from this organization cannot be described by 
several words. To be honest, this organization is a very suitable 
platform for international students not only in improving their oral 
English but also in enhancing their communication skills and public 
speaking skills. Besides Toastmaster, other student organizations, such 
as Enactus, Student Union and so forth, also are helpful for students to 
develop their leadership and communication skills. 

Most of our international students will arrange some trips in holidays if 
we didn’t go back to China. In America, I visited New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Florida, New Orleans and some other cities and states around 
Alabama. These trips broadened my horizon and experiencing the local 
customs also help me to learn more about American culture. 

Overall, I spent two happy years in UWA. I will forever be grateful for 
the warm-hearted people to help me get used to the life in a new 
environment no matter if they are my professors, friends or neighbors. I 
will miss you all.  

 Meichao Wu 



 

   

Yeah, how time flies! At this moment, I still cannot believe 
it is already April 2017. One month later, I will graduate and 
leave Livingston- this beautiful quiet place. At this moment, I sit 
in front of my laptop, begin to recall every single moment I have 
experienced in America. I strongly believe those single moments 
will make my life. In Forrest Gump, Gump said: “Life is like a boat 
of chocolates. You never know what you are going to get.” Two 
years ago, I never imagined I can go to America and begin my 
undergraduate study. Two years passed, I gained a lot from it. I 
want to use this article as a thank you letter, and say something 
to the lovely people I have met, the amazing places I have been 
to, and the gorgeous things I have done.   

 Thank you for all the lovely people I have met. I always say: I am a lucky girl. In my path of growth, I can 
meet a lot of people who helped me through the years to achieve some level of success, particularly in a 
foreign land. Dr. Green took care of all our academic problems and helped us with a lot of little tiny things. 
Ms. Stipe is like a Mama Duke and pushes us to move forward. Dr. Doss gave me suggestions and always 
offered me a hand. Eleanor and Lenora, two kind women in the church, helped us learn some American 
culture, gave us opportunities to speak to the local people and shared their experience to us. Some American 
students were willing to share their lives and helped us to experience American culture. All those lovely 
people I have met impressed me very well because they had enthusiasm for helping people. I will never 
forget them. Remembering them encourages me to go forward toward new challenges and successes in life.  

Thank you for all the places I have been to. My grandfather was a geologist. When I was young, he 
always told me about his interesting travel experiences. In his mind, each place has its own soul. It always has 
a story. His words created beautiful pictures in my mind. I want to experience different places like my 
grandfather did. During my time in America, I have been to some cities. In Philadelphia, we finally ate some 
Cantonese cuisines. They made us warm in a foreign land. In New York, we experienced the prosperity and 
the different view compared to Livingston. In Boston, we looked at the beauty of the China Town and two 
excellent colleges in the world. In Panama City, we enjoyed the sunshine and the blue ocean. In New Orleans, 
we had a Jazz journey. All those places I have been to help me experience the respective cultures. They will 
remain in my mind forever. 

Thank you for all the activities I have participated. I am a member of the Accounting Club and Enactus. In 
Accounting Club, I make friends with a lot of students, seniors or juniors, who have the same professional 
interests with me. I can learn, share and develop with those dear friends. Moreover, I have chances to enjoy 
some field trips with those dear friends. During the trips, we shared, we discussed our future, we learned. In 
Enactus team, my major project was to teach the community the basic computer skills. Most of my students 
were some local women. Some of them didn’t know how to type a word or how to use mouse. However, they 
were willing to learning something new. For them, technology was strange and hard to learn. But, they 
impressed my because they had enthusiasm for learning new things. In the future, when I face something 
difficult, I will think about those lovely people. 

All in all, thank you so much for everything! It is time to say goodbye. But, those nice memories will 
remain in my mind forever!  
 Shimin Lin 



 

 

  

   

Two years ago, I chose to come to UWA. The 
reasons were very simple. When I was a 
freshman, I was eager to go to graduate 
school. There were so many alumni who said 
that the professors at UWA really care about 
the students and give students a lot of help in 
applying for graduate school. Now, two years 
later, I don’t feel regret at all for being here, 
since I have learned so much during these two 
years and achieved my dream of graduate 
school acceptance. 
 
  
 
First of all, I want to thank two of my respected professors, Dr. Adam Cai and Dr. Anna Cai. I couldn’t make it 
this far without their help. During these two years, I have run into lots of challenges such as overcoming 
language barriers, improving professionalism, and figuring out my career goals. Even though I have had lots of 
questions, they would always be patient to answer my questions. They always encouraged us to attend a lot of 
extracurricular activities so that we can get used to the American culture quickly. They also provided us with 
opportunities to work on our professionalism. For example, I joined a team to attend the 2017 CFA Institute 
Research Challenge. Through this opportunity, I had a chance to put theory into practice which was really 
important for a finance major student. Lastly, they did not feel tired of sharing their experiences of graduate 
school, which allowed me to discover my interests and decide to pursue a Ph.D. degree.  
 
Also, I had a chance to work on my body fitness during these two years. Out of curiosity, I started to work out 
with my professor Dr. Adam Cai in September 2015. In the beginning, I felt very excited, because I had not seen 
such awesome workout equipment before and I always wanted to become stronger. But as time went by, I 
gradually realized that the excitement at first was already gone and what only left was perseverance. Until 
now, it has been almost one and half years. My body has become much stronger than before, but I also learned 
not to easily give up. I think that was a very precious experience for me in my life.   
 
At the end, I have some advice for future students. First, find your passion. I did not realize how important this 
was until I came to the U.S. If you are passionate about something, only then will you have the potential to do 
your best. Second, be thick-skinned. Don’t feel shy to do anything if that is important for achieving your goal. In 
the U.S., no one will laugh at someone who puts forth effort. Lastly, be patient. Sometimes, you will get the 
best result at the last minute. I always believe that as long as I find my passion and work hard, I will get what I 
want.  
 

Guanzhong Shu 



 

  

 

Lexian Chen 

   
It is my honor and pleasure to talk 

about my experiences in UWA. My 

experience in UWA is the most 

unforgettable time in my life so far. 

 

First, UWA offered me many 

opportunities to build my career 

path and to socialize, such as 

participation in the Indiana Student 

Managed Investment Fund 

Conference, competing in the CFA 

regional challenge, and 

involvement in Finance Club and 

Toastmasters Club. Second, my 

professors greatly assisted me with 

my graduate school applications. 

Third, I enjoyed my two years in a 

small but peaceful town like 

Livingston and a small campus like 

UWA. My American friends helped 

me to quickly become involved in 

American culture, greatly 

improving my spoken English. 

Fourth, I learned to positively study 

with critical thinking in mind. No 

matter what the subject is that I 

am studying, I believe that there 

must be some great points or logic 

hidden, waiting for me to explore 

and absorb.  

 

Studying and living abroad is a 

great way to open your horizons. I 

am now going to Canada to pursue 

graduate school, building upon my 

experiences at UWA. I am not sure 

where I will settle down in the 

future, but what I am sure is that I 

will never forget the great time I 

had at UWA and in America. 

 



 

  

 

 

To be honest, when I first arrived, I did not expect anything significant to really 
happen in my short time at UWA. However, two years later, as I am about to 
graduate, I cannot explain how much I will miss UWA. There is something about this 
place. 

This is a place that will help further your academic success. We have great and high-
value finance and accounting programs here with very professional and dedicated 
professors who are always willing to spend their time and stay close with students. 
With their help and support, many of us are able go to our dream school and find the 
jobs we like. My advisors devoted lots of their time in assisting me to prepare 
graduate school applications, analyze my options, and write recommendations 
letters, which allowed me to get a full assistantship offer. I will not have to pay any 
tuition and will receive an additional stipend to attend Georgia State University for 
two years, in which time I will earn two master degrees: Actuarial Science and 
Mathematical Risk Management. Additionally, our program always provides various 
opportunities for students to practice and apply what they learn and explore different 
career options, such as the CFA research challenge, investment conferences and 
accounting trips. All the UWA faculty members make a great effort to assist students 
to be successful. 

This is a place that will let you become a better you. UWA is a campus with freedom 
and not a lot of people will judge you by your appearance. People here care more 
about your attitude and your personality. People will give you a fair chance to try out 
or do something as long as you have a good attitude. I became much more confident 
and brave during these two years, mainly because of the opportunities that I received 
to get involved on campus and network with people. I work at UWA as an RA, senator 
in the Student Government Association, orientation leader, intramural officer, 
mentor, tutor, and I am also involved in choir, Finance Club and Toastmasters Club. I 
never expected myself to be able to do all these activities; however, UWA has 
changed me. There is a place full of opportunities that will help you to make progress 
and to grow. 

Besides academic events and other campus activities, UWA is also a place that gives 
you great chances to experience the local American culture and build networks with 
people around the world. UWA is a very international and diverse university with 
students from all around of the world. More importantly, at UWA, cultural differences 
are valued. Our school always organizes events that share different cultures and 
create opportunities for students from other places to interact with the local people, 
such as Chinese New Year celebration, International Club, and a spring break trip. 
Also, UWA is located in a very friendly and inclusive community. The people in 
Livingston are always easy to communicate with and you are always being welcomed. 

UWA has made a big difference for me and my life and I am so glad that I am here.   

 

 Meiqi Lyu 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

  

Photos from the Accounting Club trip to New Orleans, 

Louisiana, in April 2017. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 
The Finance 

Club 
 
 

 This year, UWA students participated for the first time in the CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) 
Institute Research Challenge. This global competition invites participation from all undergraduate and 
graduate university students. A total of nine students participated, eight finance majors and one accounting 
major, as a part of two teams. In October 2016, the teams participated in a kick-off conference call and were 
assigned the task of completing an equity research report for Delta Air Lines. In November, the students 
participated in a conference call with Delta executives, asking questions of the executives and discussing 
issues related to their equity research.  

Dr. Adam Cai and Dr. Anna Cai served as faculty mentors for two teams. William Taylor, CFA, of SunTrust in 
Atlanta served as the industry mentor for UWA Team Q and Ben Cumming, CFA, also of SunTrust, served as 
the industry mentor for UWA Team P. With the help of their mentors, the two teams worked tirelessly on 
their report throughout the winter break. Mr. Taylor and Mr. Cummings offered the students valuable 
guidance throughout the process. 

The students submitted their reports in January, which were graded by a panel of five industry judges. 
Both UWA teams advanced to the presentation round for the Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina region, 
which was held on February 18th at Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Georgia. More than twenty-
five teams registered for the competition in October, and only thirteen teams participated in the 
presentation round. Each team gave a ten-minute presentation and answered questions for ten 
minutes from a panel of four finance professionals. In the afternoon, UWA students watched the final 
rounds, and then comments from a Delta executive on the presentations. It was very interesting for the 
students to hear from a Delta insider after their many months of research. 

UWA Team Q placed fifth overall in the competition, and UWA Team P placed tenth overall. UWA is 
extremely proud of the effort made by both teams. All participating students benefited greatly from the 
experience and the written feedback they received from the paper and presentation judges. In addition, the 
CFA society compiled and distributed to their members a resume book of all participating students.  

 



 

  

 

 

The Finance 

Club 
 
 

     Finance students participated in the Student Managed Investment Fund Consortium Conference at Indiana State University in 
November 2016.  According to the consortium’s brochure, its purpose “is to enhance student learning and scholarship, record best 
practices in investment management among SMIF partners, provide a vehicle for student networking and exchange of ideas, and provide 
a permanent repository of relevant literature and recorded student experiences.  The SMIFC builds a community of institutions with a 
shared vision for student success and leadership in investing.  This common purpose provides for a broad network of support, problem 
solving, and friendship.” 

     Drs. Uchenna Akpom, Adam Cai, Anna Cai, and Joo Lee worked with the students as faculty advisors to the Finance Club. 

 



   The Accounting Club is an organization dedicated to the preparation of future professional accountants. The University of West 
Alabama Accounting Club is actively involved in numerous College of Business and Technology activities as well as sponsoring a 
variety of professional, social, and fund-raising activities for its members. 

The Marketing Club provides essential skills to marketing majors for their professional development.  Opportunities include 
professional speakers, group trips, and related club events that allow students to put classroom theory into practice.  

Enactus is a non-profit organization which formulates and implements free-market educational programs on school campuses, 
in surrounding communities, and statewide. This organization consists of graduate and undergraduate students from all 
academic disciplines. 

The Finance Club is an organization for finance majors. UWA finance students benefit from guest speakers and learn about 
graduate school and job opportunities. With the use of Skype, Facebook, and other media, UWA finance graduates 
communicate with UWA Junior and Senior finance students to provide advice and information about their opportunities after 
graduation. 

The International Student Association is organized for the purpose of promoting the establishment of a global village on 

campus, exchanging cultural values and ideas with American students, and serving as a support group for all internationals 
attending UWA. 

The Toastmasters Club is a learn-by-doing international organization in which participants improve their speaking and 
leadership skills. Members evaluate one another’s presentations, and this feedback process is a key part of the program’s 
success. Meeting participants also give impromptu talks on assigned topics, conduct meetings, and develop skills related to 
timekeeping, grammar, and parliamentary procedure. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Director: 
Dr. Mark Davis 

mdavis@uwa.edu 
 

Coordinator: 
Connie Marine 

cmarine@uwa.edu 
 

Coordinator: 
Maxine McClusky 
mfm@uwa.edu 

UWA Office of International Programs 
 

Each staff member looks forward to helping all international students during their initial 
transition to UWA.  IP offers an extensive international student orientation program to 
help newcomers get settled into campus and prepare for studies.   If an international 
student has a question and doesn’t know where to turn for an answer, Mark Davis, Ingrid 
Galinat, Connie Marine, or Maxine McClusky is ready to accept a phone call, to respond to 
an email message or to welcome a student into his or her office.  They are the 
international student’s liaison to campus departments and community agencies.  Each will 
provide assistance so students do not face challenges alone.   

Assistant Director: 
Ingrid Galinat 

igalinat@uwa.edu 

While the following list is not all inclusive, additional services provided by International Programs include: 

Advising on immigration matters, including employment, obtaining a state identification card or an 
Alabama Driver’s License, requirements for maintaining F‐1 visa status, obtaining or renewing a 
student visa, and official certification of US Department of Homeland Security documents 

Advisors for the International Student Association, Chinese Club, and Saudi Arabian Club 

Intercultural programming by organizing and facilitating different social programs, workshops, 
events, and trips 

Assistance with transportation to and from the airport and bus station during breaks and for 
scheduled shopping trips 

 The International House offers an array of amenities making the location ideal for studying and socializing. All 
international students and their friends are invited to make use of the fully equipped kitchen for the preparation of 
meals, conference room, large living room with ample seating area, large deck overlooking the back and side yard, 
large‐screened TVs, blu‐ray/DVD players, Wii gaming consoles, Wireless Internet connection, PCs on the premises, 
iPads on the premises, connection to Skype, and more. 

 
 
 

Student Clubs & Organizations 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  

 

 

 

Homecoming 2016 
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Wallace Hall Finance Lab 
Spring 2017 



 

  

Accounting & Finance Day 
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Graduation Party 
at the Cai Home 
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UWA College of Business and Technology Faculty and Staff 
Spring 2017 

Congratulations to 
our Graduates and 
Best Wishes to All! 

The Chinese Accounting Seniors served as the newsletter staff for this May 2017 newsletter edition.  They provided many of the 
photos and articles about their experiences while at UWA. The College of Business and Technology owe special thanks to Kristy 

Doggette-Chapman and the Chinese Accounting Seniors who made this Spring 2017 Newsletter possible. 


